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Usha Reddi, city commissioner, 
hosted the October branch 
mee ng at City Hall and 
presented the evening’s 
program, “An Inside 
Perspec ve of Local 
Government.” Reddi shared 
her career and life path as a 
parent, teacher, and elected 
official. She holds a master’s 

degree in Leadership Studies from K‐State. She is a first 
grade teacher in USD 383, where she was honored as 
teacher of year in 2010.  Reddi serves on numerous 
boards in the Manha an community. She was elected 
to the Manha an city commission and has served now 
for two years. 

Reddi has been a member of the Manha an area 
community for more than twenty years. Her 
perspec ve as a public school teacher and former 
single parent make her a strong advocate for 
educa on, quality of life, and social services.  

Reddi discussed several policy issues facing the 
Manha an community and noted why we need 
women in elected government posi ons: over 15,000 
single mothers are raising children in the Manha an 
area as compared to about 170 single fathers. There is 
a great demographic difference in how men and 
women are using public infrastructure. Reddi argues 
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for infrastructure that changes people’s futures, like 
the public library, considering the impact that reading 
and being read to makes in children’s academic 
success. Reddi argues for quality of life and educa on 
in Manha an. She sees that quality of life is what 
a racts and keeps people in Manha an. “Children are 
our economic developers of the future,” we have to 
put them first. Reddi and her colleagues have worked 
hard to restore social service funding that was lost in 
previous commission years. Reddi’ s upcoming 
mayoral term will follow commissioner McCullough’s 
term as mayor. Reddi notes that this is a first for the 
city of Manha an: two female mayors, consecu vely. 
Reddi feels she brings a different perspec ve to the 
table that priori zes children, women, and families. 
Reddi called for more women in government to 
represent our local, state, and na onal demographics. 
As she put it, women have a wealth of informa on and 
life experiences to contribute to poli cal leadership. 

Asked what advice she would offer other women 
seeking public office: “Plenty of people want you to 
fail. Don’t surround 
yourself with them; 
tune them out. 
Surround yourself 
with suppor ve 
people who want 
you to succeed.” 

October Meeting Focuses on Local Government 

Usha Reddi 
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What is the National Federation of the Blind and Why is it Important? 

Loca on: First Congrega onal Church, 700 Poyntz 

  Dinner    6:00 p.m.     Program/Business Mee ng     6:45 p.m. 

  Cost for dinner:  $12. Make checks payable to AAUW. 

Make reserva ons by email to manha anksaauw@gmail.com (preferred) or call Connie Noble at (785) 539‐

5522.  Deadline for reserva ons is Tuesday, November 4 at noon.  If you need or can provide transporta on, 

contact Dede Brokesh at (785) 410‐4335. 

Thomas Page is the Kansas Na onal Federa on of the Blind (KNFB) chapter president.  
The Federa on has fi y thousand members located in every state, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico.  He will discuss the advocacy issues of the Federa on for 
access to educa on, fair employment prac ces and other civil rights for blind 
Americans. 

Tom holds two degrees from Wichita State University, a bachelor’s degree in 
psychology and an interdisciplinary master’s degree in sta s cal research methods.  
He is a professional musician and owner of TopTone, a recording studio in Wichita. 

AAUW is commi ed to ensuring educa onal opportuni es and equality for all students.  For girls and those 

with disabili es in par cular, addi onal safeguards and precau ons may be necessary to ensure that their 

disabili es are not overlooked.  AAUW is a strong supporter of the Individuals with Disabili es Act (IDEA) – a 

federal law enacted in 1990 and reauthorized in 1997 and 2004.  Branch members are encouraged to read 

AAUW’s posi on paper en tled “Educa ng Girls with Disabili es” www.aauw.org/2.webloc 

The branch celebrated the generous dona on of the Epson Powerlite 
955W Projector and carrying case by the Epson America at the October 
mee ng in Manha an City Hall.  Mary Stamey and Joan Strickler, Co‐
program VPs, opened the fes vely wrapped boxes with enthusiasm as 
President Barbara Gatewood expressed gra tude to the company. 

Obtaining a projector was a top priority for the branch.  Not only will it 
significantly enhance the quality and types of programs offered at 
branch mee ngs, but it also will enable us to greatly expand our 
campus and community outreach ac vi es. 

The audio feature is especially exci ng because we can now show a 
variety educa onal and recrui ng videos, commentaries, recorded lectures, etc.  We are extremely 
apprecia ve of Epson America’s support of the AAUW Manha an branch ac vi es that advance the equity and 
educa onal opportuni es for women and girls. 

L‐R  Mary Stamey and Joan Strickler 

Branch Celebrates New Epson Projector 

Look for brief highlights throughout the newsle er. Now more than ever, AAUW members need to make our 
voices heard on cri cal issues affec ng equality and educa on for women and girls.  AAUW’s e‐bulle n, 
Mission and Ac on (www.aauw.org/resource/aauw‐mission‐ac on) provides valuable informa on on today’s 
hot issues, opportuni es to speak our online and through local branches, and updates on the work of AAUW 
na onwide. 



 

Olivia Collins Recipient of Wildcat Pride Award 
Olivia Collins, Professor Emeritus of Leaderships Studies, was the 
recipient of the 2014 Wildcat Pride Award at the fall K‐State Alumni 
Associa on’s board mee ng on Oct. 3.  The award recognizes K‐State 
faculty or staff who have been instrumental in advancing the mission 
of the associa on through the support of its programs.  President Amy 
Bu on Renz stated that Olivia has worked diligently for many years to 
establish a strong collabora on between students and the Alumni 
Associa on and enhance the visibility of its programs. 

Olivia has served as a K‐State faculty member since 1988, has taught in 
the College of Human Ecology and Mary Lynn and Warren School of Leadership, and helped establish the 
nonprofit leadership minor.  She is also served as director of the American Humanics program from 2006‐2014.  
The branch congratulates Olivia on receiving this pres gious award. 
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Please join us in an opportunity to meet with students, 
faculty/staff on the K‐State campus and talk about 
AAUW.  A Membership Team goal for 2014‐2015 is to 
recruit K‐State students as new AAUW E‐Student 
members.  The Membership Team plans an AAUW 
awareness project that will recruit students for E‐
student membership. 

We will meet at the Kansas State University Student 
Union at a reserved informa on table one or two 

mes a month and recruit undergraduate students to 
sign‐up for FREE AAUW E‐Student membership. We 
want to focus on undergraduate membership, 
highligh ng the benefits of E‐Student membership, 
available branch scholarships, AAUW $tart $mart 
workshops, Give A Grad‐A‐Gi  program and AAUW 

Na onal Fellowships & Grants.  Of course, there will 
be faculty/staff walking through the Student Union 
who can also be made aware of the benefits and 
membership in AAUW.  How to help just say you will 
volunteer 1‐2 hours or every me we are in the 
Student Union.  It’s 
lots of fun!  Just ask 
branch members 
Barbara Gatewood 
and Janet 
Skochdopole. 

For ques ons or to 
help with this project 
contact Nancy Bolsen, Membership Team Leader at 
nancybolsen@gmail.com or 785‐565‐8720. 

Branch Volunteer Activity— We Need Your Help! 

Kansas ranked #26 among U.S. states in median earnings of 
women working full me compared with men’s earnings in 
2013, so we s ll have much work to do! 

Please take the me to send a pre‐prepared message to Kansas Senators Pat Roberts and Jerry Moran, 
encouraging them to support the Paycheck Fairness Act (S. 2199) when it comes up for vote again. It would 
close the loopholes in the 1963 Equal Pay Act and increase penal es for equal pay viola ons. 

To send an AAUW pre‐prepared message, go to the AAUW Two‐Minute Ac vist webpage  www.aauw.org/ 
3.webloc  (see Jean Lee’s Hot Topics in our Oct. newsle er), click on Tell Your Senator How You Feel About 
Equal Pay Vote at the bo om, enter your zip code and contact informa on, then click on Submit.  It is that 
easy!!!  Please let them know you are disappointed in their vote against cloture on S. 2199. 

Also encourage students to par cipate in the on‐campus AAUW $tart $mart Salary Nego a on workshops 
(www.k‐state.edu/ces/students/startsmart.html). One was held on both the Salina and Manha an campuses 
in October. 
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Wine and Women Convo 
This space‐limited event is an AAUW Manha an Membership Team Branch Recruitment opportunity and will 
be held Wednesday, December 10, 5:30‐7:00 p.m. at the home of branch member Candi White.  This 
experience is a great way to “mix” with poten al members in a fun and casual se ng where you can discuss 
women’s issues and AAUW’s commitment to the BIG ISSUES!  The new event is also simply a fun, casual, meet‐
and‐mingle opportunity. The planners promise interes ng topics, food and conversa on.  Limited space is 
available.  To par cipate you need to sign‐up and bring a poten al member to the recruitment event.  Contact 
Nancy Bolsen, Membership Team Leader, nancybolsen@gmail.com or 785‐565‐8720 to be added to the list. 

Join the Wave – AAUW 2015 National Convention in San Diego 
If pandas, award‐winning beaches, and vibrant culture aren’t enough to get you to join the wave with us at the 
2015 AAUW Na onal Conven on in San Diego next June, here are six more can’t‐miss reasons to come: 

The Royal Treatment at Hotel del Coronado through AAUW’s exclusive brunch and historical tour. 

Walk in the de pools on the beach and see exo c sea life in their natural habitat. 

Grab a bite and do some ar san shopping in Old Town. 

Meet the trailblazers of the women’s movement in California at The Women’s Museum of California. 

Taste la dolce vita‐without jet lag by visi ng Li le Italy‐a must see stop on your San Diego ea ng tour. 

Whales, wine and more.  Head out in a 60‐  catamaran for whale watching, visit a woman owned winery 
or take a mission tour…there is lots more to do and see. 

We hope to see you at the 2015 AAUW Na onal Conven on in San Diego. Join us June 18–21, 2015, at the 
Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina as we con nue our work empowering women and girls. And while 
you’re there, enjoy the weather, the ocean views, and the laid‐back pace of sunny California.  Sign up at 
www.aauw.org 

Save the Date! State Annual Meeting in El Dorado Next Year! 

Saturday, April 11, 2015 El Dorado, Kansas 

Make your plans to a end the AAUW State Annual Mee ng at Hubbard Welcome Center on the Barton County 
Community College campus.  With the theme: “Seeds for Growth” and exci ng speakers and ac vi es, please 
come join us in an AAUW Kansas tradi on.  Gather your Branch members together because this year the 
AAUW State Board will pay mileage for one car per branch to a end this outstanding mee ng.  You will be 
receiving further updates in the next newsle er. 

October Branch Meeting Greets New Members and Friends 
The branch welcomed two new members Dr. Sue Maes, Dean of Kansas State University Global Campus and 
Tamara Denson, Administra ve Specialist, Human Capital at Kansas State University.  We are delighted you 
joined our organiza on!  Three guests including a K‐State student also were welcomed.  We are moving 
forward in promo ng E‐Student memberships through on campus recrui ng project. 

LOOK FOR YOUR BULLETIN (AAUW State Board newsle er) coming in November to your email address. 



 

As an AAUW member, you don’t need to be reminded to vote on or before November 
4.  You know how important this elec on will be.  I hope that you will encourage your 
friends and loved ones to do the same.  If they ask why they should vote, here are a 
few reminders. 

These elec ons are about our jobs, our health, our communi es, our security, and our 
future.   When we cast our ballot, we are par cipa ng in what is most important to us.  
Candidates are asking to represent us. Decisions they make in office will influence pub‐
lic policy for years to come. Each vote helps decide who gets the job.  

For more informa on about the candidates and their posi ons on important issues, 
read the informa on submi ed directly by the candidates on VOTE411.org. 

Now is the me to explore what op ons we have to vote early or absentee in our community if we will be away 
from their polling place on elec on day.  For local informa on about vo ng, go to www.rileycountyks.gov. 

Enter your address at VOTE411.org to find the informa on you need to cast your ballot, including early and 
absentee vo ng op ons and loca ons in your state and candidate informa on for every voter in America. 

Vo ng allows you to make an impact on cri cal issues and policies.           YOUR VOTE COUNTS! 

Public Policy – Hot Topics! 

Jean Lee 

Public Policy Chair 

Barbara Gatewood and Janet Skochdopole had a wonderful experience promo ng AAUW and mee ng young 
women at the K‐State Union, Aug. 28 during Welcome Week. Ten E‐student affiliates were recruited from a 
wide range of majors. 

“As we spoke to students,” Janet said, “we recognized how relevant 
AAUW can be in providing encouragement for young women to pursue 
careers in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathema cs) 
fields. The organiza on also provides a valuable opportunity for 
women in STEM to connect with other women having interests similar 
to their own.” Many of the students also expressed an interest in 
helping with the forma on of the new student organiza on. Janet, 
AAUW Fellowship and Grants subteam chair, talked with the students 

about AAUW educa onal funding opportuni es, resources, programs, 
and student benefits. 

A free E‐student affiliate membership is open to all full‐ me K‐State undergraduates because the university is 
an official AAUW university partner. Students can sign up online at www.aauw.org or a member can complete 
the applica on with the per nent contact informa on (name, address, phone, and email) and academic 
informa on (degree sought and gradua on date). 

Barbara Gatewood and 

Janet Skochdopole 

Ten New K-State E-Student Affiliates 
Joined During Welcome Week 

It’s your AAUW, so your voice counts!  Visit the AAUW Na onal Elec on web 
page www.aauw.org/resource/na#FAF0D8 for all of the informa on you need to 
comment or propose bylaws amendments, public policy program changes, and 
resolu ons . . .  or run for office.  The elec on calendar includes a Comment Period 
un l Dec. 5 and a Vo ng Period (April 15 – June 19).  

NOVEMBER 2014 — VOLUME 95, NUMBER 3 Page 5 



 

NOVEMBER BRANCH CALENDAR 

Nov.    3 Board Mee ng Vista Drive‐In, 1911 Tu le Creek Blvd. 

4 Sign‐up Deadline Noon Nov. 10 branch mee ng reserva on 

4 ELECTION DAY 7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m.        GET OUT AND VOTE!!! 

10 Branch Mee ng 6:00 p.m. First Congrega onal Church 

11 Veteran’s Day  Government offices closed 

12 Crea ve Cookery 11:30 a.m. Pizza Ranch 

13 Great Decisions 10:00 a.m. Meadowlark Hills 

14 Book Talk 10:00 a.m. Manha an Public Library 

15 Deadline to turn in newsle er ar cles 

27 Thanksgiving  Government offices closed 

28 Black Friday   

AIDS Awareness and Na ve American Heritage Month 

These are the regularly sched-
uled meetings. Please contact 
the chair listed in the yearbook/
website for the most up-to-date 
information on Interest Groups. 

AAUW Funds Collection—Support for National 
Each year the Manha an branch asks members to support AAUW’s na onal programs with a tax‐deduc ble 
gi  to AAUW Funds.  You will find a basket available to accept contribu ons at our November and December 
mee ngs.  You may make your gi  unrestricted or specify one or more specific AAUW funds. 

‐‐The Legal Advocacy Fund supports the protec on of the legal rights of women facing discrimina on. 

‐‐The Educa onal Opportuni es Fund supports educa onal and lifelong learning opportuni es that give 
women a chance for a life me of success. 

‐‐The Public Policy Fund supports advocacy for public policies and laws that are fair to women. 

‐‐The Eleanor Roosevelt Fund supports AAUW research to provide analysis, data, and accurate informa on 
about issues important to women and girls. 

‐‐The Leadership Programs Fund supports programs that develop women’s poten al for leadership such as 
$tart $mart and Elect Her. 

Please make all checks payable to AAUW Funds and place them in the basket.  Our treasurer, Claudia Jones, 
will send the contribu ons on to the na onal associa on. 

Schedule Change: 

Serendipity will not meet in 
November or December. 

It will resume in January. 

An Exci ng New AAUW Resource!!! 

Another valuable AAUW resource is the new monthly leadership e‐
newsle er Lead On: AAUW’s Newsle er for Member Leaders.   All 
AAUW members can sign up online to receive the newsle er at 
svc.aauw.org/contact/ind#FAF6FA. 

Are you red of boring board or planning mee ng, but aren’t sure how to spice things up?  The October 2014 
inaugural issue features a helpful guide: How to Design an Engaging Planning Mee ng (www.aauw.org/
resource/ho#FAB8C8).  You can also par cipate in one of AAUW’s upcoming Training for Trainers webinars, 
star ng Nov. 12 www.aauw.org/ 5.webloc. 
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Empowering Women Since 1881 

The American Associa on of University Women, founded in 
1881, is a na onwide community with more than 170,000 
members and supporters, 1,000 local branches, and 800 
college and university (C/U) partners. Our mission is to ad‐
vance equity for women and girls through advocacy, educa‐

on, philanthropy, and research. In the 2014‐2015 academic 
year, for example, AAUW has commi ed more than $3.7 
million in fellowships and grants to outstanding women, 
AAUW branches, and community nonprofit organiza ons. It 
con nues to have a dynamic influence on policymakers, 
educators, employers, and communi es to break through 
barriers and enhance opportuni es for women. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

Barbara Gatewood 
2921 Tatarrax Dr. 
Manha an, KS  66502 

Email: manha anksaauw@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web 
http://manhattan-ks.aauw.net/ 

www.aauw.org 


