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The fes ve December mee ng of the Manha an 
AAUW branch included a backstage tour of McCain 
Auditorium, refreshments with hot cider, and chamber 
music by a saxophone quartet. The program began 
with a tour of K‐state’s McCain Auditorium facility, led 
by K‐State staff member Kyle McGuffin. McGuffin 
recounted the history of McCain and revealed the 
many architectural, acous c, and stage design features 
of the auditorium. Following the tour, AAUW members 
and guests enjoyed refreshments during a brief and 
lively business mee ng. 

The mee ng concluded with a chamber music 
performance by Dr. Anna Marie Wytko’s saxophone 
quartet. Dr. Wytko’s quartet is composed of K‐State 
students, each of whom was awarded a seat in the 
quartet based upon quality of audi on performance, 
not seniority in studies. 

This year, the quartet is composed of one senior and 
three freshmen: Michael Meier (soprano saxophone), 

Tucker Rayl (alto saxophone), Jacob Wright (tenor 
saxophone), and Christopher Opperman (baritone 
saxophone). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The quartet played composi ons by Phil Woods, J.S. 
Bach, George Gershwin, Stephen Foster, and Jean 
Rivier, as well as suite of tradi onal holiday music 
arranged by Bill Holcombe. 
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Women in Higher Education: A Place at the Table 

Make reserva ons by email to manha anksaauw@gmail.com (preferred) or call Connie Noble at (785‐539‐
5522).  Deadline for reserva ons is Tuesday, January 6, at noon.  If you need or can provide transporta on, 
contact Dede Brokesh at (785) 770‐3495. 

Our 2014‐15 AAUW Manha an Branch scholarship winners are invited as special guests. 

Speaker: Dr. April Mason, Provost and Senior Vice President, 
 Kansas State University 

Loca on: K‐State Student Union, Sunflower Room 

 Dinner – 6:00 p.m.  Program – 6:45 p.m. 

 Cost for dinner:  $18.  Make checks payable to AAUW. The cost includes 
the main course, rolls, dessert, beverage, taxes and gratuity. 

Parking is available in the KSU Parking Garage for $1.50 per hour or at no charge on campus 
a er 5:00 p.m. without a parking permit or having to pay the parking meters. 

It is very exci ng that Marilyn 
Fox, one of USD #383’s most 
outstanding science teachers, 
joined the Manha an branch 
in 2014 and is now the chair of 
our newly formed STEM 
Programs Team!  She has a 
diversity of passions, including 
travel, learning new things, 
science, keeping up with 
technology, and her family.  
Marilyn o en provides the 
“spark” that engages students 
and people of all ages.  “I 

always try to see beyond “what is” into “what could be”; 
whether it is a house, a piece of furniture or students.”  It is 
role models like Marilyn that get young people ‐ and branch 
members ‐ excited about STEM programs/careers and 
“branching out” in the Li le Apple! 

Marilyn has lived in many places in Kansas while growing up 
with her three sisters ‐ star ng in Hugoton, then Caldwell, 
Larned and Hays.  She came to Kansas State University in 
1974 and has lived primarily in Manha an ever since.  She 
holds a B.S. in biology and a M.S. in science educa on.  Her 
husband, Larry, works for the KSU Founda on as the 
Director of Real Estate.  They have two children, Bethany, 
who is married, has a one‐year old son, and lives in Kansas 
City; and Weston who is engaged, lives in Aus n, Texas, and 
is planning a summer wedding. 

Marilyn with grandson 
Cooper Sims 

New Member Profile - Marilyn Fox 
Marilyn began her career in science by working in a research 
lab before entering the teaching profession in 1981.  “I 
loved being a science teacher for over 30 years and have 
taught at the college, high school and middle school levels.  
My favorite was middle level, and I did that the longest.”  
Throughout her teaching career, Marilyn has provided her 
students with enriching learning experiences that go beyond 
the tradi onal classroom.  She has visited/studied at 
Fermilab in Batavia, Illinois twice, presented at several 
na onal conferences, and was selected as a STEM fellow in 
2012.  (The Fermilab is a U.S. Dept. of Energy na onal 
laboratory that specializes in high‐energy par cle physics.)  
She also has been to “behind the scenes” tours at NASA and 
many other “science” places.  In 2009, Marilyn was selected 
as a Teacher of the Year finalist and spent the year traveling 
and spreading her passion for teaching across the state.  She 
re red in 2012, but con nues to subs tute teach and taught 
at the STEM Summer Ins tute at K‐State in 2014. 

It is logical that a science teacher with a passion for learning 
would have a mul tude of interests.  “I love to travel, have 
been to most of the 50 states, taken two trips overseas, and 
hope to con nue to do so! “  She enjoys walking, refinishing 
furniture, going to “junk shops” and an que stores with her 
sisters and friends, and remodeling their home.  She is a 
volunteer at the Manha an Arts Center, Sunset Zoo, and 
her church; and a member of DAR and PEO. 

We are delighted that Marilyn has joined AAUW and is 
providing leadership in planning new STEM ac vi es for our 
branch. 
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We are pleased to welcome 
the talented Laura Donnelly 
as one of our new branch 
members in 2014.  She grew 
up in Great Bend and was 
inspired by her mother, 
Dorothy Donnelly, who 
taught dance for 45 years.  
The daughters of branch 
member Kathy Borck also 
studied with Laura’s mom.  
Laura is the first graduate 

from the K‐State Dance Program that was founded by 
Roni Mahler.  She also holds a MFA from the 
University of Arizona with an emphasis in dance 
pedagogy – the oral tradi on in dance – how dance is 
passed from one person to another. 

Laura is a dancer, teacher, choreographer, and author.  
“I have been dancing most of my life and have 
performed many different kinds of dance, ranging 
from modern to ballet, all around New York City and 
the whole country.”  She is also a cer fied Alexander 
Technique instructor and applies it to classical dance 
to help remove tension and return the body to a 
balanced state of poise.  In ballet, for example, rather 
than looking for uniformity of bodies, she works with a 
person’s individual body to make a specific form. 

 

She joined K‐State in 2012 as an Assistant Professor of 
Dance in the School of Music, Theatre, and Dance.  
Laura teaches all levels of ballet: pointe, the Alexander 
Technique, and experien al anatomy. Her research on 
pedagogy, collabora ve process, music for dance, and 
the Alexander Technique has been presented at many 
na onal conferences. 

She also writes and creates 
community based public art 
projects involving visual and word 
art.  Her essay “Medita on in the 
Dance Studio” is published in 
Teaching with Joy: Educa onal 
Prac ces for the Twenty‐First 
Century. 

Professor Donnelly recently choreographed the 
beau ful contemporary ballet, Solid Crystal & The 
Crystal Melts: Science – Music – Dance that was 
presented as part of Winter Dance 2014. (Part 3 spring 
2015!) 

Laura has many other interests.  “I enjoy sewing, 
kni ng, pain ng, wri ng, and making things (collages, 
3‐D wall hangings, sculpture), but I don't have as much 

me for these ac vi es right now as I'd like.” She likes 
to garden with her husband, and they have just 
finished their last tomatoes (picked green and ripened 
in paper bags) this week.  “I love cooking and froze a 
lot of garden produce this summer.”  They recently 
adopted a beau ful li le cat from the KSU Vet labs ‐ 
she'd been a control ki y in a flea medicine test.  
“She's adapted to country living and last week brought 
us 2 voles, 2 moles and a mouse!” 

We look forward to learning more about her exci ng 
work, hobbies . . . and the new li le cat! 

Manhattan Community Fair 
Where: Manhattan Town Center 

When: Saturday, February 7, 2015, 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

The annual Community Fair is a GREAT opportunity for us to meet and inform the people that visit the 
mall. Branch membership and scholarships, national issues like Equal Pay will invite discussion. 

Please sign-up for 1 - 2 hours at the AAUW table, Saturday, February 7th. 

Join-in! Share the history and future efforts of our Manhattan Branch, State and National AAUW! 

New Member Profile - Laura Donnelly 
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The branch’s Membership and Recrui ng Team hosted a 
deligh ul Wine and Women Convo event at Candie White’s 
home on Wednesday, December 10, 5:30-8:00 p.m.  Patricia 
Floros provided a scrump ous array of holiday hors 
d’oeuvres, including a “heavenly” layered strawberry AAUW 
cake.  Membership Vice President, Nancy Bolsen 
coordinated the planning of this successful event. Other 
branch members who par cipated included Connie Noble, 
Karen Tinkler, and Barbara Gatewood who gave an informal 
overview of AAUW’s history, mission, and programs. 

Guests included new member Shaun a Reppee, Nancy 
Kiefer, Linda Law, and Monica Strathman. The event was a 
great opportunity to “mix” with poten al members in a fun 
and casual se ng to discuss women’s issues and the 
benefits of joining AAUW.  Because the event was so 
successful, more Wine and Women Convos are being 
discussed for the spring.  Members interested in hos ng an 
event in their homes should contact Nancy Bolsen at 
nancybolsen@gmail.com or 785-565-8720.  Also let Nancy 
know of other poten al members that you would like to 
invite to future events. 

 

Special apprecia on is extended to Nancy Bolsen and the 
Membership and Recrui ng Team for the excellent 
planning, Patricia Floros for providing all of the hors 
d’oeuvres, and Candie White for hos ng the event in her 
home that was beau fully decorated for the holidays.  It 
was a special me for us to reflect on the fun and 
friendships gained by joining the AAUW Manha an Branch. 

Happy New Year to all of our current and poten al branch 
members. 

Nancy Bolsen, 
Patricia Floros, 
Candie White, 
Barbara 
Gatewood, and the 
delectable holiday 
treats at the Wine 
and Women 
Convo. 

A grass roots movement is underway in Manha an to 
encourage and a ract more women to seek local office in 
the upcoming city and school board elec ons in April and to 
serve on local advisory boards and commi ees. 

It gained momentum in late November when several 
women happened into a conversa on and decided to DO 
SOMETHING about it.  An email was sent out by Linda Morse 
(li leapplevoter@yahoo.com, 785‐313‐5612), invi ng 
interested women to a end a mee ng hosted by Sydney 
Carlin at her home, 1650 Sunnyslope Lane, on December 6.  
About 50 women a ended and joined in on the ac ve and 
bipar san discussion, followed by another event at Sydney’s 
home on December 20; another one will take place in 
January. 

This is an important elec on year because there will be four 
posi ons open on the U.S.D. #383 School Board and three 
posi ons open on the Manha an City Commission.  City 
commissioners are non‐par san, and the elec ons take 
place every two years.  The filing deadline for interested 
candidates is by the end of January. 

In addi on to the elected posi ons, there are numerous 
advisory board and commi ees, which assist the City 
Commission by proving recommenda on on key policy 

A Terrific First Wine and Women Convo!!! 

Calling All Women for Manhattan!!! 
issues.  More women are needed on many of these 
important boards.  Please go to the following websites to 
explore the boards of possible interest and complete one or 
more applica ons if you are interested in serving. 

City of Manha an:  h p://cityofmhk.com/Index.aspx?
NID=437 

Riley County:  h p://rileycountyks.gov/71/Advisory‐
CouncilBoards 

If you are interested in seeking an office or serving on one of 
the boards, please contact one of the following women 
leaders because they are interested in talking with you! 

Sydney Carlin ‐ sydcar20@cox.net 

Usha Reddi ‐ ulr12345@gmail.com 

Karen McCulloh ‐ jmmcc66502@yahoo.com 

Pat Hudgins ‐ phudgins1@gmail.com 

These mee ngs are great opportuni es to get involved in 
Manha an poli cs, gain support for an office or board, learn 
about key issues facing the Manha an Community, and 
network with a great group of women that want to have a 
posi ve impact on local public policy. 

It is me for Manha an women to have more SEATS AT 
THE TABLE when policies are made in our community. 



 

JANUARY BRANCH CALENDAR 
Interna onal Blood Donor Month 

Jan.    1 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! Government offices closed 

4 World Braille Day  

5 Board Mee ng Noon Vista Drive‐In, 1911 Tu le Creek Blvd. 

6 Sign‐up Deadline  Jan. 12 branch mee ng reserva on 

8 Great Decisions 10:00 a.m. Meadowlark Hills 

9 Book Talk 10:00 a.m. Manha an Public Library 

12 Branch Mee ng 6:00 p.m. Sunflower Room, K‐State Student 
Union, Manha an Campus 

14 Crea ve Cookery 11:30 a.m. For this month’s loca on, contact 
Marge McKi rick, 785‐539‐4000 

15 Deadline to submit newsle er ar cles  

19 Mar n Luther King Jr. Holiday Government offices closed 

27 Serendipity 11:30 a.m. For this month’s loca on, contact  
Joan Strickler, 785‐539‐4752 

These are the regularly sched-
uled meetings. Please contact 
the chair listed in the yearbook/
website for the most up-to-date 
information on Interest Groups. 
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The state board newsle er AAUW Bulle n has been 
emailed out to all members across the State of Kansas. 
If you would like a paper copy, several will be available 
at the January Branch mee ng or contact Nancy 
Bolsen (nancybolsen@gmail.com, 785‐565‐8720). 

Please note the extremely interes ng updated 
informa on from Shirley Breeze, AAUW Leadership 
Corps Member, including pay equity, Na onal 
Conven on in San Diego and Quick Fact resources. 

You are invited to par cipate in AAUW’s Diversity and 
Inclusion Webinar: Tools for Branches and States on January 
14.  It is designed for AAUW leaders and members in 
response to requests received by the Diversity and Inclusion 
Task Force.  This webinar will provide informa on about 
AAUW’s diversity and inclusion ini a ves and what 
resources are available to help you do your job even be er. 

As we begin to explore possible 2015-16 branch program 
ideas, topics related to diversity and inclusion would be a 
great way to expand the scope of our mission‐based 
programs.  Please share your program sugges ons with 
Program Chairs Mary Stamey (marystamey@gmail.com,  
785‐565‐3295) and Joan Strickler (jstrickler@kansas.net,  
785‐539‐4752). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also are seeking your assistance in iden fying and 
recrui ng poten al members that are not currently well 
represented in AAUW.  Please forward the names of 
individuals you would like us to contact to Membership VP 
Nancy Bolsen (nancybolsen@gmail.com, 785‐565‐8720). 

Come join in AAUW’s 2015 State Annual Mee ng.  
Notable Speaker is Cordy Galligan, AAUW VP 
Marke ng and Business. The theme for this year is 
Seeds for Growth. We will meet Saturday, April 11, 
2015 at the Hubbard Welcome Center at Butler 
Community College in El Dorado, KS. More details to 
come! 

Nancy Bolsen, State Board Liaison 

State Liaison Update 

National and Local Events: 
Diversity and Inclusion Webinar and Branch Program Ideas 



Empowering Women Since 1881 

The American Associa on of University Women, founded in 
1881, is a na onwide community with more than 170,000 
members and supporters, 1,000 local branches, and 800 
college and university (C/U) partners. Our mission is to ad‐
vance equity for women and girls through advocacy, educa‐

on, philanthropy, and research. In the 2014‐2015 academic 
year, for example, AAUW has commi ed more than $3.7 
million in fellowships and grants to outstanding women, 
AAUW branches, and community nonprofit organiza ons. It 
con nues to have a dynamic influence on policymakers, 
educators, employers, and communi es to break through 
barriers and enhance opportuni es for women. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

Barbara Gatewood 
2921 Tatarrax Dr. 
Manha an, KS  66502 

Email: manha anksaauw@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web 
http://manhattan-ks.aauw.net/ 

www.aauw.org 


