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Vice President for 
programs, Mary Stamey, 
introduced the February 
program speaker, Pat 
Hudgins, who spoke on 
“Leaders in the African 
American Community.” 
Hudgins is associate 
director of Career and 
Employment Services at 
K‐State and serves as 
liaison to the College of 
Educa on. She is a 
member of the execu ve 
board of the K‐State 

Black Faculty and Staff Alliance and serves the greater 
Manha an community as an elected School Board 
member. Hudgins is a $tart $mart salary nego a on 
trainer and has led workshops at K‐State. She holds a B.A. 
in Media and Mass Communica ons and an M.S. in 
Educa on. Hudgins is a proud mother of three young 
adults and is married to a local pastor. 

During her talk, Hudgins emphasized the theme of 
“Making a Difference.” In honor of Black History Month, 
Hudgins spoke about black women inventors, such as 
Alice Parker who invented central hea ng in 1919. Many 
African American inventors were not given proper credit 
for their inven ons. Female black inventors advanced 
web‐cam and security technology, invented the toaster, 
laser surgery equipment, the stapler, architectural 

engineering scale, and the hoist loading mechanism…to 
men on just a few. Hudgins spoke of local leaders and 
recommended reading the Manha an history as told in A 
Hundred and Forty Years of Soul: 1865‐2005, by 
Geraldine Baker Walton.  

Hudgins men oned the concept of “generals” in a 
community, meaning those who are willing to do civic 
and community ac vist work, saying, “Make a difference 
where you are and start small.” Among the long list of 
accomplished local leaders is Dr. Gwen O’Neal, first 
African American department head at K‐State, who led 
the department of apparel, tex les, and interior design; 
Dr. Carla Jones, one of few African American vice‐
presidents at K‐State; LaBarbara Wigfall, professor of 
regional and community planning, who has been 
instrumental in preserving African American history in 
the state of Kansas. 

Hudgins reflected on the fact that there have been 
rela vely few African American teachers and leaders in 
USD 383. Hudgins is the second African American woman 
to serve on the school board, and only the third African 
American to be elected to the school board. 

Stamey thanked Hudgins and then introduced a por on 
of Mar n Luther King’s speech made at a K‐State 
Convoca on in January 1968, playing a recording made 
available to the public courtesy of Hale Libraries. This 
emo onally moving recording was lost to the university 
for over 50 years un l a copy was made from tapes 
obtained by Dr. Galyn Vesey from KFH radio sta on in 
Wichita. 

February Meeting Focuses on Women Leaders 
in Manhattan’s African American Community 

March Branch Meeting 2 

National Women’s History Month 3 

Scholarship Winners Profiles 4 

Grow Green Day for Scholarships 4 

Scholarship Applications Are Out! 5 

Community Fair Booth Raises Awareness 5 

Road Trip to Kansas Annual Meeting 5 

New Member Profiles 6 

Public Policy - Hot Topics 7 

March Branch Calendar 7 



 

Branch Meeting — March 9, 2015 

Page 2 MANHATTAN BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

Opportunities for Branch Involvement in STEM Programs for Young Women 

Make reserva ons by email to manha anksaauw@gmail.com (preferred) or call Connie Noble at 
(785) 539‐5522.  Deadline for reserva ons is Tuesday, March 3, at noon.  If you need or can provide 
transporta on, contact Dede Brokesh at (785) 770‐3495. 

Members may choose to a end the speaker and mee ng por on of the evening at no cost. Mark your 
calendars, and plan to join us! 

Speaker: Marilyn Fox 
  STEM Educator and Science Teacher, USD 383 
Loca on: First Congrega onal Church, 700 Poyntz 

 Dinner – 6:00 p.m.  Program – 6:45 p.m. 

 Cost for dinner:  $12.  Make checks payable to AAUW. 

STEM is an approach to teaching and learning that 
integrates the contents and skills of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathema cs through 
project‐based learning. 

Chris Herald serves as the STEM 
Project Coordinator on USD 383’s 
STEM team. Her role is to research 
and model ways to integrate STEM 
into classrooms, a er school clubs, 
and Extended Day Learning. She 
coordinates the development of 
curriculum as well as facilitates the 
Summer STEM Ins tute held at KSU. 

Chris was a science teacher at 
Eisenhower Middle School for many 

years and before that, at Manha an Middle School. 

Chris received many awards and grants including being 
a finalist for the Presiden al Award for Excellence in 
Science and Math Teachers for the state of Kansas. 

She will be joining with AAUW member, Marilyn Fox, 
in presen ng the March program about the STEM 
Summer Ins tute. Chris and Marilyn taught together 
for several years at Manha an Middle School un l the 
new middle schools were built. Marilyn went to 
Anthony and Chris to Eisenhower Middle School. 

More on the Upcoming Branch Program….. 

They belong to the Kansas Quarknet Consor um and 
have been to Fermilab and Oak Ridge Na onal Labs as 
well as been presenters at the 
Na onal Science Teachers 
Associa on Conven ons. Chris 
and Marilyn have both also been 
instructors in the Summer STEM 
Ins tute. 

The program on March 9th will 
explain the STEM Summer 
Ins tute as well as AAUW's new 
ini a ve to provide scholarships to two sixth grade 
girls in USD 383. 

A New York na ve, Chris lived in several places a er 
college and served in the Peace Corps. Chris is married 
to Tom Herald and has two grown children, Sara and 
Jacob. 

Chris Herald 
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Women’s History Month is a me to observe the important contribu ons of women to events in history and 
contemporary society. It traces its beginnings to the first Interna onal Women’s Day in 1911, but gained 

momentum when President Jimmy Carter proclaimed the week of March 8, 1980, 
as Na onal Women’s History Week, followed by the 1987 resolu on by Congress 
for U.S. presidents to issue annual proclama ons for the observance. Throughout 
the country, thousands of schools, universi es, and organiza ons celebrate 
Women’s History Month with insigh ul programs. 

Since its founding in 1881, AAUW has been broadening opportuni es and assis ng 
women in higher educa on and promo ng a be er 

understanding of women’s history. Take me this month to visit Our History – an 
online collec on of milestones that tells the story of AAUW’s important role in 
women’s history.  It reminds us that membership in AAUW provides benefits worth far 
more than our dues! In the February issue of Lead On, AAUW announces its newest 
Program in a Box, Women, Their Rights, and Nothing Less. This online learning module 
is a great way to bring women’s history to life in our schools, university, community, 
and branch.   

Women’s suffrage in Kansas is the theme of the K‐State’s observance of Women’s 
History Month. The Women’s Studies Advisory Board is hos ng two talks by Janice Park 
Dreiling. A social (5:30 p.m.), dinner and lecture “Women Suffrage: the First 
Campaign, Kansas 1867; Learn the Story, Remember It, Tell It” will be held at the 
Manha an Country Club, Thursday, March 5. For ckets ($45 or $35 for students) call 
Kim Garver (785‐532‐5738) by Feb. 27. The second talk, “Why You Don’t Know about 
Woman Suffrage and What You Need to Know,” will take place on Friday, March 6, 
10:30 a.m. in the Hemisphere Room, Hale Library. Dreiling is a K‐State graduate and 

re red district judge with a University of Tulsa law degree. Her talks will be based on her upcoming book on 
the women’s suffrage campaigns in Kansas. For more informa on, read K‐State Today www.k‐state.edu/
media/newsreleases/feb15/womenshistory21615.html. The talks will look at the proponents who traveled 
from the East to convince the voters to make Kansas the first state where women could vote and some of the 
Kansas advocates for women’s suffrage. 

Na onwide, there is a heighted interest in women’s history. The Na onal Women’s History Museum 
(www.nwhm.org) works to raise awareness about the vital role women have played in building this na on 
through its website, educa onal programs, scholarships, newsle er, and social media. A Congressional 
Commission will soon begin studying the feasibility of building of a physical museum at the Na onal Mall in 
Washington, D.C. Some states also have women’s history museums, such as the Women’s Museum of 
California that is on the list of “things to do” at the 2015 AAUW Na onal Conven on, San Diego. 

The Kansas Historical Society (www.kshs.org) archives and shares the state’s history, including informa on on 
women’s history. Two valuable KSHS online resources are Kansasapedia ‐ an online encyclopedia, e.g., 
www.kshs.org/kansapedia/women‐s‐suffrage/14524, and Kansas Memory (www.kansasmemory.org), 
containing digital archives of over 450,000 objects. Ongoing exhibi ons at the Kansas Museum of History, 
Topeka, depict the major role women have had in Kansas history.   

Please join us in celebra ng Women’s History Month and be sure to exercise your hard‐earned right to vote 
in the upcoming April 7 local elec on!!! 

Celebrate National Women’s History Month in March 
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Branch Scholarship Winner Profiles 

it does mean an early day for her to drive to Manha an for 
classes. 

Angel is working on her bachelor’s degree in Construc on 
Science and Management with minors in Spanish and 
Business. She did an internship with Nabholz Construc on in 
Olathe this past summer. She said she enjoyed it and 
learned a great deal but the 1,000 mile commute each week 
was exhaus ng! 

This summer and fall were busy with the internship and 
classes but were made especially demanding with three 
different surgeries. Angel said her instructors were very 
understanding of the medical issues she had and have 
worked with her to keep her on track with her classes. She 
felt like her semester went well, now her biggest concern is 
how to pay all the medical bills. 

Angel states “I know that where I am today could only have 
happened with the assistance I have received. There is no 
way that I could have done this on my own and I am truly 
grateful for everything that you have done for me. Please 
thank the AAUW members for me and let them know that 
because of their generosity, I WILL be able to fulfill my 
dreams. I don’t know how I could ever repay their 
kindness.” 

Angel Alvarado 
Fulfilling Dreams 

Emily Hess 
Achieving Multiple Dreams 

Meet Emily Hess, one of our three K‐State scholarship 
winners for 2014‐2015. She received a scholarship last year 
as well. Emily is gradua ng in May with a degree in 
Elementary Educa on with a concentra on in Science. 

She and her husband have two teenage daughters and live 
near Alma where her husband helps manage his family’s 
ranch. Emily wants to teach in Wamego, Alma, or Eskridge. 
She is excited to have just started her student teaching at 
West Elementary in Wamego. She had to start her student 
teaching a week late since she was recovering from back 
surgery on December 24. 

Some of you may remember 
mee ng Emily when she and her 
husband owned Manha an Floral 
for seven years. She got to take 
advantage of her degree in 
Hor culture during that me. 
Moving back to the Alma area 
meant changing jobs so Emily 
began subs tute teaching and that 
is when she realized she wanted to 
follow in her father’s footsteps as a 
teacher. 

One of Emily’s scholarship references said it best “Her 
personal quali es complement and support her organiza on 
and professionalism. Emily’s character and integrity are 
above reproach and make her a wonderful role model for 
students.” 

Emily will be a ending one of our branch mee ngs later this 
spring. 

 

 

Angel Alvarado is also a scholarship winner for the 2014‐
2015 year. Some of you got to visit with her at our January 
mee ng. Angel has been a previous scholarship winner from 

our branch and has received a 
scholarship from the League of 
Women Voters as well. 

Angel and her husband live in 
Westmoreland along with their 
four children. They previously lived 
in Wichita but moved to 
Westmoreland when Angel started 
classes at K‐State. Angel likes the 
small town life for her children but 

Ladies – Mark Your 
Calendars and Pull out 

Your Checkbooks to Help 
Women Like These Two! 

The Greater Manha an Community Founda on is once 
again sponsoring a GROW GREEN DAY for organiza ons 
that have funds set up with them ‐ that includes the 
Manha an AAUW Branch.  This is an EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY to make our KSU Scholarship Funds 
GROW!!!!  Any dona on given on APRIL 22, 2015 in the 
amount of $25 to $1,000 will be matched at 50%, so if 
you give $50 that day, a matching dona on of $25 will 
also be donated to our scholarship fund, making your $50 
dona on a $75 dona on. 

Gi s can be made by cash or check in person at the 
event.  Credit card dona ons may be made online at the 
event or from your own computer.  The event is in the 
atrium of the Colony Square Office Complex, 555 Poyntz 
Avenue.  Dona ons ARE tax deduc ble.  More details will 
be given in the next newsle er and also at our branch 
mee ngs. 
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Branch Scholarships Available for Non-Traditional K-State Students 
In 2012, members of the Manha an AAUW Branch established the American Associa on of University Women 
Manha an Branch KSU Scholarship Fund at the Greater Manha an Community Founda on. Through this 
endowed fund, Manha an AAUW Branch members have ensured permanent scholarship support for female, 
non‐tradi onal students working toward a degree from Kansas State University. The applica on for the 2015‐
2016 scholarships is available for downloading at three different websites: 

 h p://manha an‐ks.aauw.net/scholarships/applica ons/ 

 h p://www.mc s.org/apply‐for‐a‐scholarship.cfm 

 h p://www.k‐state.edu/nontrad/scholarships/ 

Requirements are: 

 Female students a ending Kansas State University during the 2015‐2016 academic year. Students taking 
courses SOLELY through distance educa on do not qualify. 

 Must be returning to school a er at least a three (3) year lapse in educa on. Applicants may have already 
entered or returned to college a er this me lapse. 

 Must have at least two complete semesters of credit remaining before gradua on. 
 Must be a Bachelor Degree candidate enrolled for a minimum of twelve (12) credit hours per semester or 

graduate degree candidate enrolled for a minimum of nine (9) credit hours per semester or six (6) credit 
hours per semester with a graduate assistantship. 

Up to three scholarships of $1,000 each are available for the 2015‐2016 academic year. 

AAUW Exhibit Booth at Manhattan Community Fair 
Apprecia on is extended to Patricia Floros, Connie Noble, and Nancy 
Bolsen for organizing our exhibit booth and represen ng the branch at 
the annual Manha an Community Fair on Saturday, February 7. This is 
the third year our branch has exhibited. The popularity and number of 
exhibitors have significantly grown. It was a great opportunity for us to 
showcase our organiza on. Many interested adults and students stopped 
by to learn about AAUW and to pick up one of those delicious Equal Pay 
Day candy bars! It was a daylong event, but the AAUW enthusiasm was 
very evident. Great work, team! 

Patricia Floros and Connie Noble 

Road Trip to the AAUW Kansas Annual Meeting!  Saturday, April 11, 2015 
Great speakers‐Great AAUW conversa ons!  Check the AAUW State Board website soon for updates and 
registra on forms at h p://aauw‐ks.aauw.net/ 

The theme this year is Seeds for Growth, which promises great things as we end this year and plan for another! 

Come join us on the road to El Dorado, Kansas for the AAUW Kansas Annual Mee ng at the Hubbard Welcome 
Center at Butler Community College. The AAUW State Board is buying gas for one carload of AAUW members 
from each branch.  Let’s fill‐up the road to El Dorado! Please contact Nancy Bolsen at nancybolsen@gmail.com 
if you want a ride to El Dorado or updated informa on. 



 

Page 6 MANHATTAN BRANCH NEWSLETTER 

New Member Profiles 

 
Bente Janda currently works at Kansas State University’s 
College of Business Administra on (CBA) as the Director 
of Undergraduate Student Services. Bente is an advisor to 
students in the Business Pre‐Professions Program (BAPP) 
and all business degree tracks. Bente is also an advisor to 
business minor students, and advisor to interna onal 
students pursuing business degrees. 

Bente earned her 
undergraduate degree in 
business with a major in 
marke ng and Master’s in 
Business Administra on from 
the University of Arkansas at 
Faye eville. She originally came 
to the United States from 
Norway to pursue her educa on 
and has since lived in several 
states throughout the country. 
She has been an academic 
advisor in the CBA for almost 

two decades and has been direc ng the Office of Student 
Services for the past two and a half years. She has a true 
passion for working with students and helping them 
become successful in the business program. She is also 
engaged with several programs in the college and 
throughout K‐State, including the Study Abroad 
Advocates and other interna onal ini a ves. 

Bente has been recognized for her outstanding 
contribu ons to advising at K‐State by receiving several 
awards, including the pres gious Presiden al Award for 
Outstanding Undergraduate Advising. She is married, is a 
pet lover and enjoys traveling to places around the world 
in her spare me. 

On Valen ne's Day, Janet and her husband, Mark#3 
made a Polish dinner of sausage, noodles and cabbage, 
served on Polish po ery!  While Janet's ancestry is Polish 
her husband's is Czechoslovakian, next door neighbors on 
the map! 

Janet was born and lived much of her life in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. She would like you to know that 
she has had three Marks in her life. In high school she 
dated Mark #1 who happened to be a friend of Mark #3 
who grew up with Janet also. Mark #2 was an 

Bente Janda acquaintance of Janet's at Michigan Technological 
University.  Later they met up with each other and were 
married 23 years.  She 
reconnected with Mark#3 
and three years ago married 
Mark#3 and moved to 
Manha an. 

In the mean me she 
graduated from Michigan 
State University with a BS in 
Secondary Mathema cs. Her 
first Masters was an MA in 
Curriculum and Instruc on 
and next an MS in Math Educa on, both from Michigan 
State University. She taught at Michigan State and at 
Purdue University in Indiana and currently owns her own 
business as an Educa on Consultant.  She also serves as 
an Edward Jones adjunct at Highland Community College. 
Having math in so much of her life, Janet says she counts 
numbers in her sleep. 

Janet has two daughters and one son, all in their 20's and 
all living in Michigan.  She has one step‐son, a  K‐State 
graduate who lives in Manha an. 

Janet and Mark#3 would someday like to travel to 
Vancouver Island in Bri sh Colombia, however for now, 
Janet says "I can't believe I'm in Kansas!!!???" 

Janet Skochdopole 

Solid Crystal & The Crystal Melts 

Science – Music – Dance 

McCain Auditorium, March 27‐28, 2014, 7:30 pm  

Dr. Amit Chakrabar ‐physicist, Bryce Craig‐composer, and 
Laura Donnelly ‐ choreographer collaborate to create this 
contemporary ballet inspired by the transforma ve 
process of hea ng a crystal to the point of mel ng then as 
it is quickly cooled it becomes glass. 

More informa on about the science – music – dance 
intersec on:bit.ly/crystaldance or contact Laura Donnelly 
at 520‐784‐3456 



 

MARCH BRANCH CALENDAR 
Women’s History Month 

Mar.    2 Board Meeting Vista Drive-In, 1911 Tuttle Creek Blvd. 

3 Sign-up Deadline  Mar. 9 branch meeting reservation 

8 International Women’s Day  

9 Branch Meeting 6:00 p.m. First Congregational Church 

11 Creative Cookery 11:30 a.m. Bella’s Restaurant 

12 Great Decisions 10:00 a.m. Meadowlark Hills 

13 Book Talk 10:00 am. Manhattan Public Library 

15 Deadline to turn in newsletter articles - Barbara Amoah at bamoah@ksu.edu 

16 - 20 

17 St. Patrick’s Day   

24 Serendipity 11:30 a.m. Meadowlark Hills 

Spring Break Week  These are the regularly sched-
uled meetings. Please contact 
the chair listed in the yearbook/
website for the most up-to-date 
information on Interest Groups. 

MARCH 2015 — VOLUME 95, NUMBER 7 Page 7 

Sixty years ago, the father of an 8 year‐old girl in Topeka wanted his daughter to have a good 
educa on. When he tried to enroll her in the school down the block, he was refused because 
of the color of her skin. This was the beginning of a process that ul mately led to the 
Supreme Court deciding, unanimously, that separate but equal schools were not equal. The 
case was Brown versus the Board of Educa on. The public was not happy. It was not what 
poli cians wanted. It was decided on the basis of law. It demanded equal jus ce for all. 

F. James Robinson, Jr., chairman of the Kansas Bar 
Associa on Legisla ve Commi ee, and an expert on the 
issue of selec on of judges spoke at a mee ng on 
Saturday, February 14 sponsored by the LWV and 
AAUW. He cau oned that changing the way Kansas Supreme Court jus ces are 
selected could lead to par san allegiances, which would be dangerous for 
Kansans. 

Special interest groups and poli cians see jus ces as a means to pursue their 
chosen issues. They want jus ces who will commit to them if selected. There are 

several bills pending in the Kansas legislature that would change the way jus ces are selected. In each case, the goal 
is to gain more control by the governor and legislature toward achieving poli cal goals. Courts in the United States 
are responsible to the rule of law, which gives equal protec on to all of us. Their decisions are not based on poli cs 
or the changing values of the people of the state. (See Ar cle three of the U.S. Cons tu on.) When the ques on was 
asked about who should be informing the public of this important issue, Mr. Robinson said that each of us as parents 
and ci zens are responsible for being informed and for passing that informa on on. 

Coming up:  

LWV “How does the Kansas Legislature Work…Actually?” by Dr. Roger Reitz, former KS legislator. What are the forces that drive 
the laws of Kansas? How does the process differ from the past? Saturday, February 28, 9:30 (coffee), 10:00‐11:30 a.m., 
Grossbeck Room, Manha an Public Library. 

LWV and AAUW Candidate Forums, Thursday, March 26, Fire Sta on Headquarters, Denison and Kimball Avenues, 6:30 – 7:45 
p.m., City Commission Candidates; 8:00‐9:00 p.m., USD 383 School Board Candidates. The forums will be broadcast live on 
1350KMAN. Contact Jean at jeanhlee@cox.net if you would like to help with the event. 

LWV  “Human Trafficking” by Marisa Larson, Saturday, March 28, 9:30 (coffee), 10:00‐11:00 a.m., Auditorium, Manha an Public 
Library.  

Jean Lee, Public Policy 

F. James Robinson, Jr. 

Public Policy – HOT TOPICS! 



Empowering Women Since 1881 

The American Associa on of University Women, founded in 
1881, is a na onwide community with more than 170,000 
members and supporters, 1,000 local branches, and 800 
college and university (C/U) partners. Our mission is to ad‐
vance equity for women and girls through advocacy, educa‐

on, philanthropy, and research. In the 2014‐2015 academic 
year, for example, AAUW has commi ed more than $3.7 
million in fellowships and grants to outstanding women, 
AAUW branches, and community nonprofit organiza ons. It 
con nues to have a dynamic influence on policymakers, 
educators, employers, and communi es to break through 
barriers and enhance opportuni es for women. 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY WOMEN 

Barbara Gatewood 
2921 Tatarrax Dr. 
Manha an, KS  66502 

Email: manha anksaauw@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web 
http://manhattan-ks.aauw.net/ 

www.aauw.org 


